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R I C H A R D  B I S S O N N E T T E   C o m m o d o r e 
 

Well the water is receding which is improving the accessibility to our boats, now if only the sun could spend a little 
more time with us the picture would be complete. 

The harbour conditions came close to forcing the postponement of VIP Week.  The Town of Oakville Bronte Harbour 
crew came to the rescue with temporary slips to make the boats easily accessible by our guests and the building of 
temporary ramps so everyone could keep dry. 

As usual the VIP organizing committee did a stellar job in the planning and execution of every little detail required 
for the smooth running of the event. A special thanks to all the volunteers who make this week a great success.  It should 
be noted that some of our volunteers’ book vacation days to help out.        

The second half of Sail Past was held on June 17th.  The weather cooperated long enough for the Sail Past. For 
those who missed the event, seventeen boats and 4 members of the racing team participated.  A special thank you 
to Stephen Firth and Dan Laferriere for organizing the dinner.  

With the high water, we all agree the beginning of this season has been far from normal. I wish to thank the Bronte 
Harbour Town personnel for all the help and cooperation they extended to BHYC.  This included making every effort 
to make our boats accessible, finding time to step masts, delivery of sandbags and let’s not forget the extra work for 
VIP. 

We still need help to organize some of the social events, if you have ideas and wish to get involved, please contact 

Stephen Firth at treasurer@bhyc.on.ca  or myself at commodore@bhyc.on.ca    

Just a reminder the club does not run itself; please consider taking an active role in the club’s operations.  We 
anticipate a number of board positions being available.  It would be great if we could have a “real” election where 
candidates put forward their plans and the membership decides who has the best plans for our club.   

As always, if you have questions or comments, please feel free to contact me. 

   Richard  
          commodore@bhyc.on.ca 

 

  



 
 

Saturday, July 8, 2017 
 
 

Obituary Notice 

 

George deKleer   (May 1st 1931 – June 22nd 2017) 

 

It is with great sadness that we announce the passing of George deKleer beloved 
husband of Vicki deKleer.   

Vicki is a BHYC life member, and launched the Visually Impaired Program at BHYC 40 
years ago. George supported Vicki in the early years of the program.   

George was born in Dedemsvaart Holland on May 1st 1931; arrived in Canada on June 
22nd 1957, died June 22nd 2017 in Oakville Ontario. 

Husband of Vicki, father to Meryl, brother to Harold, Anky, Gretha, Bill, and Baan. 

Farmer, accomplished musician, vocalist, organist and choirmaster at St George’s 
Anglican Church, Georgetown Christian Reform Church, and St Andrew’s Presbyterian 
Church Fergus, graduate of Wilfred Laurier University. 

The family would appreciate donations to the Parkinson Society of Canada in lieu of 
flowers.   

 

 



 TGIS 

 

Come join us July 22nd, race starts at 16:00, 

Race course TBD 

Dinner will be served 

At 18:30 

Sign up at Bar. 

 

 



 

  

 

 





 

Another Great 40th VIP week! 
 

Despite the high water which created some challenges, BHYC was able to pull off a successful VIP event. This 
year marked the 40th anniversary of the program, started in 1978 by our BHYC member Vicki deKleer.  She 
made it clear from the beginning that “it was not just a ride on the lake, they have to do work on board” 

 
Great weather, skippers, crew, volunteers and of course VIPs made the official 40th annual VIP week a huge 
success.  Over the five-day period 30 visually impaired sailors attended.  Organizers were especially pleased 
with the overwhelming response from boat owners, crew and volunteers. 
   
Wednesday, our usual trip to 50 Point had to be cancelled.  It appears we are not the only marina affected by 
high water.  However, it turns out the pizza in Bronte is just as good as pizza in Grimsby. 
 
Friday’s racing was enjoyed by all VIPs on nine boats.   The VIPs on Bay Laurel, Dave Brown, Bob Reid and 
Iona Gherasin, won first overall.  Their names will be engraved on the recently resurrected VIP Sailing Club 
Champion trophy.  
 
I would like to personally thank many individuals for their hard work; Dawn Grenville, who with the help of 
many volunteers in the kitchen organized over seventy lunches and snacks each day. Ole Sigvardt for 
organizing daily crew and VIP assignments, Mark Bowen who was responsible for invitations and 
communicating train and bus schedules. Many thanks to those nameless who donated to the program. 
 
In memory of Eric Pilon, the VIP Committee formed an award to be presented to a volunteer who selflessly 
gives time for the Visually Impaired Sailing Program without being asked.  It will be presented during VIP 
Week.  The award is called the Lady Frances Award and was presented by Fran Pilon to Noel Almond.  Noel 
was involved very early on in the program volunteering for decades. In addition to showing up each year, he 
commissioned the construction of the audible race marks used every Friday of VIP week.  Eric will be sadly 
missed but I’m sure he would be happy with this legacy. 
 
Thank you once again for all those who volunteered their time.  I look forward to our 41st VIP Week next year.  
- RON PARKER 
 
 
 
 

 

  



 

 

  

 



 



 

International Lake Ontario - St. Lawrence River Board 

 

The following report has been taken from the International Lake Ontario-St Lawrence River board weekly report at 
https://www.facebook.com/InternationalLakeOntarioStLawrenceRiverBoard (English), July 1, 2017 

Weekly update of water levels, flows and water supplies, along with an updated forecast. Unfortunately, it was a 
very wet week. Widespread, heavy showers and thunderstorms occurred Thursday (22 June) and were much 
greater than forecasted.  
 
These were followed by additional scattered rainfall over the next several days and resulted in water supplies to 
Lake Ontario exceeding record highs for this time of year, the third week that this has occurred in 2017.  
 
While the record-high outflow of 10400 m3/s (367,300 cfs) helped offset some of the effects of the record-high 
inflows, Lake Ontario rose 3 cm (1.2 in.) during the past week. Significant rainfall is occurring again today, 
Saturday, July 1st, and this will likely result in a further rise in lake levels.  
 
However, this will be followed by drier weather and more seasonal temperatures starting tomorrow, and if these 
conditions continue, Lake Ontario levels are expected to resume their gradual decline later this coming week. 
Downstream, Lake St. Louis levels had been steadily declining as Ottawa River flows continue to fall, but have 
risen rapidly over the past day with heavy rainfall received in the eastern part of Ontario and southern Quebec, 
and were at 22.31 m (73.2 feet) as of this morning. 

 
 
 
D O N  H A R K N E S S   C r u i s i n g  D i r e c t o r  
 
Despite the cancellations of spring cruises due to high water, I am happy to report the cruise to New Port Yacht 
Club is still a go.  In addition to catching up with Nigel and Sue Reed, our friends at NPYC are planning a party for 
us Saturday night and are requesting an estimate of how many BHYC members will be attending. 
 
We will be arriving on Saturday July 15th.  BYOB and Appetizers.  Dinner is $7.50 per person and will be provided 
by NPYC (they usually put on a very good spread).  Live music provided by the band "Now and Then" 
 
Please register online through the BHYC club website under the cruising section ASAP so I can let them know 
rough numbers. 
 
More details to follow closer to the date. 
 
Give me a shout if you have any questions. 
Don  
cruising@bhyc.on.ca 
905-902-4384 
 
 

2017 Roster 

On behalf of the Membership and Publicity Directors, I have done the preparation for the 2017 Roster.  
A few things beyond my control (not the high-water levels) have delayed things, however I am 
pleased to report that it is in the final stages of proof reading and printing.  It will be available soon.  
Sorry for the delay. 

 



K E V I N  C O R C O R A N  –  R C  T R A I N I N G  
 

Well, summer has officially begun!  Kids are on their summer break and have joined us at BHYC to enjoy their summer.  
Every year, we see well over 175 kids come and join us for at least 2 weeks at a time.  They come to learn how to sail, 
enjoy the water, meet new friends and make great memories!  Although some are as small as 8 years old, they don’t 
bite!  So don’t be afraid to say “Hi and Welcome to Bronte!”  Some of them really do enjoy talking.  So much so, that 
they have a hard time stopping.  I have to honestly say it’s fantastic seeing the yard so busy.   
 
This week is the first session of 4 for the summer.  Each session lasts for 2 weeks and our instructors work diligently 
from the get go, to get our kids set into routines to keep them safe on water and on land.  After 2 weeks have passed 
with a group, our instructors welcome a whole new group and do it all over again.  It’s truly amazing how much energy 
our instructors have to keep everybody learning. 
 
Our remaining Learn to Sail sessions are almost all sold out.  Our goal is to fill in every spot!  So please share with 
family and friends who we are and what we have to offer.  Members receive a 15% discount when they register family 
and / or friends to the program.  Please contact me at rctraining@bhyc.on.ca to receive the discount code when 
applying online. 
 
Once again, thank you and see you at the club. 
 
Kevin 
 
 

D A Y N N A  H E L L M A N N  –  H e a d  I n s t r u c t o r  

 

June is officially upon us, meaning our sailing school is fully open and operating!  Our programs started July 3rd and will 
be running every weekday until the 25th of August.  We have some new coaches joining our team this year and we 
could not be more excited to introduce our sport to new sailors and broaden the sailing community!   

Along with our Learn to Sail Program, our four Race Teams are geared up to compete and travel to Sarnia, Hamilton, 
Port Credit, and Kingston.  Some will even be traveling as far as Halifax!  

Despite the challenges of the high water levels this season, our staff is working hard to make sure the summer runs as 
smoothly as possible.  Because of the limited space in the compound our Learn to Sail program will be operating out of 
old sailing school shed located at 81 West River Street (just across the bridge).   

So far our summer is off to an incredible start and the weather could not nicer. I am truly proud of the hard work the staff 
has put forward so far to make the first week of sailing school a success. We look forward to seeing you around the 
harbour this summer!  

 

If you have any questions you can email  at registration@bhyc.on.ca 

Dayna   
(Note from Editor – Dayna will be keeping us updated over the summer with the accomplishments and results of the 
race team and their achievements at regattas.)  

 

 

 

 

 

 



B A R B A R A  K E E L E Y - W A T T  –  S i g n a l  E d i t o r  

 
F o r  a  c o m p l e t e  a n d  u p  t o  d a t e  c a l e n d a r  o f  c l u b  e v e n t s  p l e a s e  v i e w  t h e  w e b s i t e  
c a l e n d a r .    
 
I n t e r e s t i n g  B H Y C  s a i l i n g  a r t i c l e s  c a n  b e  s u b m i t t e d  t o  s i g n a l @ b h y c . o n . c a  
 
W e b s i t e  P h o t o s  –  w o u l d  y o u  l i k e  t o  s e e  y o u r  s a i l i n g ,  k a y a k i n g ,  a n d  s o c i a l  p h o t o s  
o n  t h e  w e b s i t e ?   P l e a s e  s u b m i t  t o  w e b m a s t e r @ b h y c . o n . c a  
 
 
 
 

 

 

REMINDER 
The yard is still partially under water and we have the same of number of dry sail boats and 
the learn to sail program.  

 

Let’s all make an extra effort to keep the yard orderly and clean. Please ensure all boats 
occupy the most efficient footprint. 

 

Many thanks for everyone’s cooperation. 

Richard J. Bissonnette 

Commodore 

 

 


